December, 2025-January, 2026
Bascom Community Church
Worship on Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m
************************************************************
[image: Religious Christmas Clipart Images ...]The Reason for the Season
Most of us have either heard or said something like this: “we seem to have forgotten the reason for the season.” All too often as we look around, we see the holiday originally dedicated to celebrating the birth of our Lord & Savior being hijacked by commercialism. Instead of images of an infant in a manger, we are bombarded with “images of a man chubby and plump, a jolly old elf with a round little belly with a beard as white as snow”1. Instead of a message of peace, we hear a message of greed. Instead of promoting God’s promise of salvation, we are offered the empty promise that more “stuff” will fill the empty places in our lives. Instead of “Merry Christmas,” we are greeted with “Happy Holidays” or “Season’s Greetings.”
Indeed, this is a season to greet and be happy, but our focus should be fixed on the Christ in Christmas. The Gospel of John reveals that Christ Jesus is “the Word,” and that “the Word is God.” In Isaiah 55:11 we have the assurance that God’s word “will not return to me empty but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” Our Lord and Savior’s voice will never be quieted, and His powerful message of forgiveness and redemption will always lead His lost sheep home to Him.
This should fill us with incredible resolve to share the Good News of Jesus Christ during this Advent Season. For if we truly look with eyes that see and hear with ears that hear, we can sense the opportunity to share Christ with those who usually refuse to listen. People who are normally closed to any possibility that there is a God, or that any God could love us enough to come and live among us to save us, may be willing to listen just a little bit. Along with all the “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” style songs, we have hymns such as “Silent Night,” “We Three Kings,” and “Joy to the World” filling the airwaves. Songs that point us to the good news of our Savior’s birth. And these lyrics, inspired by our adoration for the only Son of the One True Living God, have power in this world. Power that we can utilize through God’s Holy Spirit to fulfill Christ’s command that we are to “make disciples of all nations.”
We lead others to Christs by spending this Christmas Season living not in frustration; but by living in the four virtues that Jesus gifted to us upon His birth in Bethlehem: hope, love, joy, and peace. We celebrate the good news that the Light of the World has come and has saved us. We let Jesus’ gifts shine so powerfully in our lives that His voice is heard through our words and deeds. Jesus’ voice calling His lost sheep home to Himself. That, in the end, is the reason for the season.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1-5 ESV)
God Bless and Merry Christmas …… Pastor Dean
*********************************************************
[image: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ...]
All are welcome to attend our Candlelight Christmas Eve service, which will be celebrated at 4:00 p.m.


**************************************************************
Adult Sunday School
In November, the Class studied The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn. This series talks about the use of our money for God’s kingdom.
The level of giving is everyone’s own decision and should be decided in prayer with our Lord. Paul states in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.“
Pastor Dean will be the class leader in December. The study is Advent by J.D. Greear. Please join us!
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December-January Dates to Remember
December 6		Men’s Breakfast at the Deli at Frost Village	 9:00 a.m.
December 7		Communion Sunday					10:30 a.m.
December 9		Administrative Board Meeting			 6:00 p.m.
December 24	Christmas Eve Worship Service		           4:00 p.m.
December 25	Christmas Day
December 31	New Year’s Eve
January 1		New Year’s Day
	January 3		Men’s Breakfast at Frisch’s Big Boy                      9:00 a.m.
	January 4		Communion Sunday
[bookmark: _Hlk209269443]January 4		We’ll be taking down Christmas decorations after worship
January 19		Martin Luther King Jr. Day
*******************************************************************
[image: Inspiring Youth Stories]
The Frog Story

A group of frogs were hopping contentedly through the woods, going about their froggy business, when two of them fell into a deep pit. All of the other frogs gathered around the pit to see what could be done to help their companions. When they saw how deep the pit was, they agreed that it was hopeless and told the two frogs in the pit that they should prepare themselves for their fate, because they were as good as dead. Unwilling to accept this terrible fate, the two frogs began to jump with all of their might. Some of the frogs shouted into the pit that it was hopeless, and that the two frogs wouldn't be in that situation if they had been more careful, more obedient to the froggy rules, and more responsible. The other frogs continued sorrowfully shouting that they should save their energy and give up, since they were already as good as dead. 

The two frogs continued jumping with all their might, and after several hours of this, were quite weary. Finally, one of the frogs took heed to the calls of his fellow frogs. Exhausted, he quietly resolved himself to his fate, lay down at the bottom of the pit, and died. The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could, although his body was wracked with pain and he was quite exhausted. Once again, his companions began yelling for him to accept his fate, stop the pain and just die. The weary frog jumped harder and harder and, wonder of wonders, finally leaped so high that he sprang from the pit. 

Amazed, the other frogs celebrated his freedom and then gathering around him asked, "Why did you continue jumping when we told you it was impossible?" 

The astonished frog explained to them that he was deaf, and as he saw their gestures and shouting, he thought they were cheering him on. What he had perceived as encouragement inspired him to try harder and to succeed against all odds.
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Scripture Readings for December, 2025-January, 2026
These Scriptures go along with the Pastor’s weekly sermon readings.
	Monday
1 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
	Tuesday
2 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 5 & 6 & 7 & 8
	Wednesday
3 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Psalm 72
Isaiah 9 & 10
	Thursday
4 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Romans 15:1-13
Isaiah 11 & 12
	Friday
5 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Matthew 3:1-12
Isaiah 13 & 14
	Saturday
6 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
	Sunday
7 Dec 2025
   A 2 ADVENT
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

	Monday
8 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
Luke 1:46-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
	Tuesday
9 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 35
Isaiah 15 & 16
	Wednesday
10 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Psalm 146
Isaiah 17 & 18
	Thursday
11 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Luke 1:46-56
Isaiah 19 & 20
	Friday
12 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
James 5:7-12
Isaiah 21 & 22
	Saturday
13 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Matthew 11:1-19
Isaiah 23 & 24
	Sunday
14 Dec 2025
   A 3 ADVENT
Isaiah 35:1-10
Either Psalm 146:5-10
  or Luke 1:46-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

	Monday
15 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
	Tuesday
16 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 7
Isaiah 25 & 26
	Wednesday
17 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Psalm 80
Isaiah 27 & 28
	Thursday
18 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Romans 1:1-7
Isaiah 29 & 30
	Friday
19 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Matthew 1
Isaiah 31 & 32
	Saturday
20 Dec 2025
   ADVENT
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
	Sunday
21 Dec 2025
   A 4 ADVENT
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

	Monday
22 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Isaiah 9:2-7
Isaiah 52:7-10
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 96 & 97 & 98
	Tuesday
23 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Titus 2:11-14
Titus 3:4-7
Hebrews 1:1-12
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-14
	Wednesday
24 Dec 2025
   NATIVITY 1
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14,(15-20)
	Thursday
25 Dec 2025
   NATIVITY 2
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:(1-7),8-20
   NATIVITY 3
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12)
John 1:1-14
	Friday
26 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23
	Saturday
27 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Matthew 2
Isaiah 33 & 34
	Sunday
28 Dec 2025
   A 1 CHRISTMAS
Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

	Monday
29 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Numbers 6:22-27
Galatians 4:4-7
Isaiah 35 & 36
	Tuesday
30 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 2:15-21
Isaiah 37 & 38
	Wednesday
31 Dec 2025
   CHRISTMAS
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6
Matthew 25:31-46
	Thursday
1 Jan 2026
   HOLY NAME OF JESUS
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8
Either Galatians 4:4-7
  or Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 2:15-21
   NEW YEAR
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46
	Friday
2 Jan 2026
   CHRISTMAS
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9),10-18
	Saturday
3 Jan 2026
   CHRISTMAS
Isaiah 39 & 40 & 41
	Sunday
4 Jan 2026
   A 2 CHRISTMAS
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9),10-18
(or EPIPHANY DAY)

	Monday
5 Jan 2026
   CHRISTMAS
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
	Tuesday
6 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY DAY
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
	Wednesday
7 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17
	Thursday
8 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 42 & 43
Psalm 29
	Friday
9 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Acts 10:23-46
Isaiah 44 & 45
	Saturday
10 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Matthew 3
Isaiah 46 & 47
	Sunday
11 Jan 2026
   A BAPTISM
   1 EPIPHANY
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

	Monday
12 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42
	Tuesday
13 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 48 & 49
	Wednesday
14 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Psalm 40
Isaiah 50
	Thursday
15 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Isaiah 51
	Friday
16 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
John 1:29-42
Isaiah 52
	Saturday
17 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42
	Sunday
18 Jan 2026
   A 2 EPIPHANY
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

	Monday
19 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1,4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
	Tuesday
20 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 9:1-7
Isaiah 53
	Wednesday
21 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Psalm 27
Isaiah 54
	Thursday
22 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Isaiah 55
	Friday
23 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Matthew 4
Isaiah 56
	Saturday
24 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1,4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
	Sunday
25 Jan 2026
   A 3 EPIPHANY
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1,4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

	Monday
26 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
	Tuesday
27 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Micah 6:1-8
Isaiah 57
	Wednesday
28 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Psalm 15
(1 Chronicles 1)
	Thursday
29 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
(1 Chronicles 2)
	Friday
30 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Matthew 5:1-12
(1 Chronicles 3)
	Saturday
31 Jan 2026
   EPIPHANY
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
	




As a church, we filled 13 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes this year. 
Thanks to everyone who participated!
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************************************************************
Super Bowl Subs 
The Church plans to make Super Bowl Subs on Saturday, February 6, 2026. Orders will be taken in January. If you have any questions, please contact Ron Lutz at 419-448-8675. Any updates for this project will be announced in the January church services.
[image: Super Bowl Clip Art Free - ClipArt Best]
***********************************************************************
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	October, 2025 Administrative Board Meeting Minutes
October 14, 2025 6:00 p.m.
Agenda by Pastor Dean Durant
Administrative Council Chair Marcia Abbott called the meeting to order after which Pastor Dean opened with a prayer. Secretary/Treasurer Lori Clay was unable to attend so Pastor Dean took the minutes as the agenda is on his laptop.
Marcial read the minutes from the August 12th Council meeting, which were unanimously approved.
Church building: [A] Craig Illig has been contacted to perform a maintenance inspection on the boilers-had to reschedule from today due to an emergency at another location. [B] Ohio EPA water samples past two quarters (2 coliform and 1 nitrate) all passed. [C] The south sanctuary window air conditioner appeared to malfunction during worship service…possible cause will be investigated when Chuck Popenberg is available to join Pastor Dean in checking it out. [D] Helen Emerine shared with Pastor Dean the northwest exit door from the sanctuary is sticking and as a fire exit it must be easily opened. Helen and Joe to dig deeper into the cause and inform Dean.
Parsonage: [A] Bathroom floor…no further action has been taken at this time. [B] Driveway gravel: Bobby Clouse (an independent contractor) delivered 3.2 tons on September 5th for $100.00. Mulch Man out of Fostoria gave a quote of $200.00. 
Bucket List: [A] Our capital improvements fund is at $495.31. The remaining funds from our Raise the Roof campaign (resulting from a savings of $9950.00 when we switched roofing companies) have been used to pay $12685.30 of repairs etc. to the church properties. In 2024 a decision was made to discuss the possibility of another campaign to restock this fund for future needs. Discussion held on whether-or-not to initiate another campaign like our “Raise the Roof Campaign” in 2018. A decision was made to pursue a campaign in year 2026 based upon at least these talking points: [1] the significance of the residual funds from the last campaign on the financial health of the church (approximately $12,000.00 utilized to meet church building and parsonage capital repairs and improvements) and [2] listing upcoming capital needs including but not limited to: parsonage bathroom floor, resealing the parking lot (last done in September 2024 for $2,990.00), fire doors that are not opening properly and may need replaced.. Deb Lutz made the motion … Bob Manz seconded … motion was passed to pursue a Capital Funds Campaign in 2026.
[B] Pastor Amy Kinney (St. John’s UCC), Pastor Bob Greene (HCOG) and Deacon Greg Siebenaller have been informed that VBS will be the week of June 22 for 2026. All were supportive of the transition and plan on attending an ecumenical service at our church because we have the largest capacity. Greg did say he would inform Father Tim Kummerer. 
[C] Lori Clay is organizing the Operation Christmas Child outreach again this year. Don Assellin has agreed to make wooden crosses to include in the boxes and Pam Dunson will be asked if she would provide “Jesus Loves You” mini figurines when she returns from vacation. Note: after the meeting, Council Members checked the packing directions and determined that it was okay to include these gifts.
Financial Report: Lori Clay couldn’t attend. Income and expense reports were handed out to all board members. Current checkbook balance is $14446.55 (due in part to a recent $3500.00 donation from a church member). 
Old Business: The Spaghetti dinner is being organized by Morgan Johnson and Shelby Lopez. It will be held November 15th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Morgan led an informal discussion about details for the dinner from which the proceeds will be given to Connor Whaley’s family to support them during his ongoing battle with leukemia. No motions and votes were required for the discussed items.
New Business: [A] Columbia Gas & AEP– Bob Manz shared that [1] we should be receiving a $300.00 tax refund as well as no longer being charged sales tax on our utilities as we are tax exempt and [2] he continues to investigate the best supplier options to minimize costs however it is difficult as there are often hidden fees and suppliers are not entering into long term contracts
[B] Morgan Johnson has a background in marketing and will share ideas with the Board for a logo for our church that we can use across all platforms (we do not currently have one).
No other actions were taken. and the meeting was called to an end by Marcia Abbott.
Next meeting will be December 9th at 6:00 p.m.
**************************************************************
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************************************************
Bascom Community Church		           5660 W. Tiffin St. Bascom, OH  44809
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the power of
a simple gift
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Wishing you
12 months of success,
52 weeks of laughter,
365 days of fun,
8760 hours of joy,
525600 minutes of
good luck and
31536000 seconds of
happiness.

Happy New Year!
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