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Bascom Community Church
“Reaching People with the Love of Christ”
[bookmark: _Hlk25865835]Worship on Sunday morning at 10:30
Adult Sunday School 9:30
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Hope came into the world with Jesus’ birth; hope was released into the world upon His resurrection.
This thought came to me, thank you Holy Spirit, around 3:30 am the day that I wrote this for our Newsletter. The decision to make this a message on hope had been made the day before with preliminary research performed (including the writings of James Chandler and Clarence L. Haynes Jr. that inspired many of these talking points) along with prayers for God’s guidance, so a little help from the Holy Spirit was not totally unexpected lol.
Why hope you may ask? Our celebration of Advent was mere weeks ago and in just a couple more weeks we begin our celebration of Lent. Lent ends, of course, with a resurrection as Jesus of Nazareth proves that, without a doubt, He is the only begotten Son of God. And because Jesus is alive, hope is alive as well.
I believe one of the greatest gifts God has given us is hope. After all, that is what His promises are designed to do – inspire hope. It gives us the ability to look at any situation and know that regardless of how it may appear, God is going to come through. This is the essence of what hope is.
But how is hope defined? Let us start by looking at what hope is from both a secular definition and a biblical one.
· Hope (Dictionary) – The consensus from all dictionary definitions is that hope is a feeling of expectation, a desire or wish for a certain thing to happen.
· Hope (Bible) – A biblical definition of hope takes it one step further. Hope is an expectation with certainty that God will do what He has said He will do.
I hope you can see the difference. One is a wish or desire; the other is a certainty or guarantee. Today I want us to stand tall encouraged by the hope that dwells within each one of us. To not simply know what hope is but to walk in the victory that comes from hope.
You cannot have this hope unless it is tied together with faith. It is a Catch-22 (youngsters, Google it lol) because in essence, we have hope because we have faith and we have faith because we have hope. However, we do not have faith in faith or hope in hope, there is no real value in that. What matters most is the object of your faith and hope – that makes all the difference.
That object of our hope and faith is what has been called “The God Factor.” Our hope should be based on the fact of who God is and nothing else. If God is not the object of our hope, then we do not have true biblical hope because the certainty has been removed. Without that, our hope simply reverts to a wish.
Having a better understanding of what hope is leads to another question. Why is it so important? Here is the answer – hope is what motivates us as believers. Our entire walk as a believer is based on hope. A hope that not only empowers this life but also extends throughout eternity. Everything we do as Christians flows from this. Why do we pray? Hope. Why do we witness? Hope. Why do we endure hardship, trials, or persecution? Hope. Why did so many who have gone before us sacrifice, give, serve, even lose their lives for the message of the Gospel? One word, hope.
If we remove the element of hope then we will discover that our joy, our enthusiasm, our peace, our focus, our motivation, everything attached to our walk with God will be removed with it. That is why we cannot lose hope. It is also why one of the weapons of Satan is to attack our hope. Think of all the words that are the opposite of hope. Fear, despair, doubt, uncertainty. None of these words inspire and none of these words bring the joy and peace that hope in God brings. That’s why we must fight for it at all costs.
God does not want us to lose hope today and we do not have to. Let us keep our trust in the one who is faithful because he will not let us down.
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13 NIV)
God Bless … Pastor Dean
*******************************************************************************************************************************************
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Super Bowl Subs
The Church is planning to make Super Bowl Subs on Saturday, February 7, 2026. THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all who participate in this annual project. If questions, please contact Ron Lutz at 419-448-8675.
                                                                          ******************************************************************************
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February-March, 2026 Events
February 1	Communion Sunday
February 7	Super Bowl Sub Assembly
February 10	Admin. Board Meeting				6:00 p.m.
February 14	Men’s breakfast at Dell’s in GW’s Fine Foods	9:00 a.m.
February 14	Valentine’s Day
February 16	President’s Day
February 18	Ecumenical Ash Wednesday service			7:00 p.m.
March 1	Communion Sunday
March 7	Men’s breakfast at Fostoria Dell’s			9:00 a.m.
March 8	Daylight Saving Time-Spring Forward 1 hour
March 20	First Day of Spring
March 29	Palm Sunday
April 2		Ecumenical Maundy Thursday service		7:00 p.m.
April 3		Ecumenical Good Friday service			2:00 p.m.
April 5		Easter Sunday Worship				10:30 a.m.

[image: clip art open bible #5906092 | Clipart ...]Following are the Scriptures that go along with the pastor’s sermons for the months of February-March, 2026.    

	Sunday
1 Feb 2026
   A 4 EPIPHANY
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

	Monday
2 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 112:1-10
1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Matthew 5:13-20
	Tuesday
3 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 58 & 59 & 60
	Wednesday
4 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Psalm 112
Isaiah 61 & 62
	Thursday
5 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 2
Isaiah 63 & 64
	Friday
6 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Matthew 5:13-20
Isaiah 65 & 66
	Saturday
7 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 112:1-10
1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Matthew 5:13-20
	Sunday
8 Feb 2026
   A 5 EPIPHANY
Isaiah 58:1-9a,(9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9,(10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12,(13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

	Monday
9 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37
	Tuesday
10 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Psalm 119:1-8
	Wednesday
11 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-48
	Thursday
12 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9
	Friday
13 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Exodus 24
Psalm 2
Psalm 99
Matthew 6
	Saturday
14 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
2 Peter 1:12-21
Matthew 17:1-13
Matthew 7
	Sunday
15 Feb 2026
   A TRANSFIGURATION
Exodus 24:12-18
Either Psalm 2
  or Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9
   A 6 EPIPHANY
   PROPER 1
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

	Monday
16 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Ezekiel 1 & 2 & 3
	Tuesday
17 Feb 2026
   EPIPHANY
Ezekiel 4 & 5 & 6
	Wednesday
18 Feb 2026
   ASH WEDNESDAY
Either Joel 2:1-2,12-17
  or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
	Thursday
19 Feb 2026
   LENT
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
	Friday
20 Feb 2026
   LENT
Genesis 2:4-3:24
Psalm 32
Ezekiel 7 & 8
	Saturday
21 Feb 2026
   LENT
Romans 5:12-21
Matthew 4:1-11
Ezekiel 9 & 10
	Sunday
22 Feb 2026
   A 1 LENT
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

	Monday
23 Feb 2026
   LENT
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5,13-17
John 3:1-17
Matthew 17:1-9
	Tuesday
24 Feb 2026
   LENT
Genesis 12:1-9
Ezekiel 11 & 12
	Wednesday
25 Feb 2026
   LENT
Psalm 121
Ezekiel 13 & 14
	Thursday
26 Feb 2026
   LENT
Romans 4
Ezekiel 15 & 16
	Friday
27 Feb 2026
   LENT
John 3:1-21
Ezekiel 17 & 18
	Saturday
28 Feb 2026
   LENT
Matthew 17:1-13
Ezekiel 19 & 20
	Sunday
1 Mar 2026
   A 2 LENT
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5,13-17
Either John 3:1-17
  or Matthew 17:1-9

	Monday
2 Mar 2026
   LENT
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
	Tuesday
3 Mar 2026
   LENT
Exodus 17:1-7
Ezekiel 21 & 22
	Wednesday
4 Mar 2026
   LENT
Psalm 95
Ezekiel 23 & 24
	Thursday
5 Mar 2026
   LENT
Romans 5
Ezekiel 25 & 26
	Friday
6 Mar 2026
   LENT
John 4:1-42
Ezekiel 27 & 28
	Saturday
7 Mar 2026
   LENT
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
	Sunday
8 Mar 2026
   A 3 LENT
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

	Monday
9 Mar 2026
   LENT
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41
	Tuesday
10 Mar 2026
   LENT
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ezekiel 29 & 30
	Wednesday
11 Mar 2026
   LENT
Psalm 23
Ezekiel 31 & 32
	Thursday
12 Mar 2026
   LENT
Ephesians 4:17-5:21
Ezekiel 33 & 34
	Friday
13 Mar 2026
   LENT
John 9
Ezekiel 35 & 36
	Saturday
14 Mar 2026
   LENT
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41
	Sunday
15 Mar 2026
   A 4 LENT
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

	Monday
16 Mar 2026
   LENT
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45
	Tuesday
17 Mar 2026
   LENT
Ezekiel 37 & 38
(1 Chronicles 4)
	Wednesday
18 Mar 2026
   LENT
Psalm 130
Ezekiel 39 & 40
	Thursday
19 Mar 2026
   LENT
Romans 8:1-17
Ezekiel 41 & 42
	Friday
20 Mar 2026
   LENT
John 11
Ezekiel 43 & 44
	Saturday
21 Mar 2026
   LENT
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45
	Sunday
22 Mar 2026
   A 5 LENT
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

	Monday
23 Mar 2026
   LENT
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2,19-21
	Tuesday
24 Mar 2026
   LENT
Isaiah 50:4-9
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66
	Wednesday
25 Mar 2026
   LENT
Matthew 21:1-11
Ezekiel 45 & 46
	Thursday
26 Mar 2026
   LENT
Psalm 118
Ezekiel 47 & 48
	Friday
27 Mar 2026
   LENT
Isaiah 50
Psalm 31
	Saturday
28 Mar 2026
   LENT
Philippians 2:1-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66
	Sunday
29 Mar 2026
   A PALM SUNDAY
{ Matthew 21:1-11
  Psalm 118:1-2,19-21
or
  Isaiah 50:4-9
  Psalm 31:9-16
  Philippians 2:5-11
  Matthew (26:14-27:10); 27:11-54,(55-66) }

	Monday
30 Mar 2026
   HOLY MONDAY
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 36:5-11
Hebrews 9:11-15
John 12:1-11
	Tuesday
31 Mar 2026
   HOLY TUESDAY
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 71:1-14
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 12:20-36
	
	
	
	
	



****************************************************************************
Adult Sunday School

In January, Pastor Dean began leading us in a study on Apologetics. This is a ten-week study by Chad Ragsdale and can be found on the Right Now Media website. Apologetics is the religious discipline of defending the Christian faith against objections, misunderstandings, and criticisms. The primary aim is to clarify and justify the beliefs held by Christians, inviting others to understand and consider the truth of Christianity.
Please remember that 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) states in part, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”
The Class will be studying this subject for February and most of March. Please join us!
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GOD WILL PROVIDE


A young woman brought her future husband home to meet her parents. After dinner, her mother told her father to find out about the young man.
The father invited the young man to his study for a talk.
'So, what are your plans?' the father asked the young man.
'I am a biblical scholar,' he replied.
'A Biblical scholar. Hmmm,' the father said. 'Admirable, but what will you do to provide a nice house for my daughter to live in?'
'I will study,' the young man replied, 'and God will provide for us.'
'And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she deserves?' asked the father.
'I will concentrate on my studies,' the young man replied, 'God will provide for us.'
'And children?' asked the father. 'How will you support children?'
'Don't worry, sir, God will provide,' replied the young man
The conversation proceeded like this, and each time the father questioned, the young idealist insisted that God would provide.
Later, the mother asked, 'How did it go, Honey?'
The father answered, 'He has no job and no plans, and he thinks I'm God!' 
                                                                                                              *****************************************************************
December, 2025 Administrative Board Meeting Minutes
December 9, 2025    6:00 p.m.

Present: Deb Lutz, Marcia Abbott, Ed Smith, Pastor Dean, Lori Clay, Shelby Lopez, Morgan Johnson

 Minutes taken by Lori Clay
 Not Present: Bob Manz, Jeanne VanBuskirk

Pastor Dean opened with prayer. 

Regarding the church building, Craig Illich of Aichholz-Illig Plumbing and Heating performed the annual maintenance inspection of the boilers and found no issues. Cost was $135.00.

Chuck Popenberg checked out the south window air conditioner due to an odor that was detected in October. No issues detected and no further smell noticed. It appears that the a/c may have been inadvertently turned to heat mode and the odor came from the heating elements being used for the first time. Note the other a/c and both fans were also tested with no issues noted.

Chuck also reglued multiple floor tiles in Lori’s office and the narthex area on Monday, November 3rd as well as December 5th.

Steve Tschanen called Pastor Dean requesting to use the Fellowship Hall to work out with no more than five of his former karate students that had achieved black belt level. Workouts are to be on Wednesday evenings at approximately 5:00. After Marcia and Pastor Dean discussed this request, permission was granted. They are to sign “Waiver of Liability” forms (we currently have four signed forms in our files). Please note that they require no equipment for their sessions, and Steve stated that they will make a monthly donation to the church. 

Regarding the parsonage, one of the space heaters failed and a new one was purchased through Amazon on October 30th. No further action has been taken at this time on the bathroom floor. We will deal with making decisions in the future when Danene is ready to start the process.

Deb Lutz, Jeanne VanBuskirk and Ed Smith were thanked for their three years of service on the administrative board. Helen Emerine has volunteered to rejoin the board. Carol Reisner also stated that she will re-join the board if no one else has expressed an interest in doing so. 

The Spaghetti Dinner brought in proceeds of $1627.42, and that amount was presented by Pastor Dean to Sarah Whaley on behalf of Connor. Morgan Johnson expressed her thanks to everyone.

The children will be doing a short play titled “A Special Christmas Journey” that Carol Reisner picked out on Christmas Eve this year. 

Lori Clay gave the October and November financial reports. The checkbook balance is $14,265.95 and the Vanguard balance is $33,015.68.

In old business, the capital improvement fund balance is currently $495.31. A decision was made at our October meeting to pursue a campaign in year 2026 based upon at least three talking points (1) the significance of the residual funds from the last campaign on the financial health of the church (approximately $12000.00 utilized to meet church building and parsonage capital repairs and improvements) (2) listing upcoming capital needs including but not limited to: parsonage bathroom floor, resealing the parking lot (last done in September 2024 for $2990.00), fire doors that are not opening properly and may need replaced. We need to discuss the formation of the team to lead this initiative. Upon discussion, Morgan will join Pastor Dean on the committee.

Morgan Johnson has a background in marketing and will be sharing ideas with the Board for a logo for our church that we can use across all platforms at a future meeting (please note that we currently do not have one). 

The meeting was adjourned. Next meeting will be February 10, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. At that meeting, we will need to select an individual to be 2026 chairperson.
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The 2026 Bascom Ecumenical Lenten Worship is:
· Ash Wednesday (February 18th) at 7:00 pm with Pastor Bob Greene providing the message at Bascom Community Church. Pastors Amy Kinney, Dean Durant, and Bob will all participate in the Imposition of Ashes for those wishing to receive them.
· We will be ecumenically celebrating Maundy (Holy) Thursday (April 2nd) at 7:00 pm with Pastor Dean providing the message at Hopewell Church of God. This service includes a Hand Washing Service for those who wish to participate.
· We gather at 2:00 pm on Good Friday (April 3rd) with a Tenebrae service at St. John’s UCC, concluding with an open table sharing of the elements of Holy Communion.
As All Saints Parish celebrates these three services, their representative will not be joining us.
Our Lenten Ecumenical Services provide the primary funding for our Ecumenical Vacation Bible School and we ask that you generously and lavishly support it during these three worship services.
                                                                                                                          **************************************************************************
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Strange But True Facts About Animals


1. The feathery flightless ostrich’s muscular legs are powerful enough to kill man and lion alike.
2. Seahorses are monogamous and mate for life.
3. Most elephants weigh less than the tongue of a blue whale.
4. All clownfish are born male and will only change sex to become a dominant female.
5. Honeybees have tiny hairs on their eyes to help them collect pollen.
6. An adult panda can spend up to 12 hours a day eating, and in order to fulfill their dietary needs, they need to eat at least 28 pounds of bamboo.
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