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Bascom Community Church
“Reaching People with the Love of Christ”
Worship on Sunday morning at 10:30
Adult Sunday School 9:30

The Resurrection of Christ: It Matters

In case you have missed it somehow, Christianity is based on the person of Christ Jesus. It is established upon His incarnation as God the Son became fully human as well as fully God, His life and teachings, His death and resurrection, His ascension to heaven, and His second coming. No Christ, no Christians!

Even if we take just one of those aspects of Christ out, we would no longer have the true Christ that the Bible teaches. Believe it or not, I have had conversations with, and read teachings from, multiple pastors that do not believe in the Resurrection. Apparently, to them it is possible to be a Christian, even an ordained minister, without believing in the resurrection of Christ.

The problem with this is, the Bible clearly teaches that Christ Jesus rose from the dead. Removing that aspect from Christ ravages our religion because everything about Him is interconnected. That is why, today I would like to share with you why the resurrection of Christ matters.

It matters because:

· The resurrection proves that Christ is the Son of God. The fact that Jesus Christ died on the cross does not prove He is God. Jesus proved His deity by fulfilling the prophecies of His death followed by a return from the grave. If Jesus had died and remained dead, he would be like the millions who went before Him and the billions who came after him. But that is not what happened.

· The resurrection proves that Jesus Christ was who He claimed to be. Mark 8:31 - “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.”            

· The resurrection proves Christ's power over death. The mortality rate is and will always be 100%. No amount of effort, medical technology, power, or riches can escape the clutches of death. Christ rose from the dead because death could no longer hold him, and we no longer have to fear death because Christ has triumphed over it.         

· The resurrection proves Christ's power to forgive sin. By raising from the dead, Jesus proved His authority and power to break the bonds of sin and to assure forgiveness and eternal life to all who accept His gift of salvation. 

· The resurrection proves the Gospel is true. The fact that Jesus is alive means that he can save today. This was a major argument of Paul’s in 1 Corinthians 15, where he defends the truth of the resurrection by explaining the whole Christian gospel depends on it: "And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain…and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied" (1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 14; 17-19).

Paul explains that the resurrection is not only a fundamental part of the Gospel, but it is the glue that holds every part of the Gospel together.            

· The resurrection gives us a living hope. Being forgiven of our sins and justified before God gives Christians tremendous hope. Christians are changed from being enemies of God bound for hell to becoming forgiven children of God with an eternal inheritance in heaven that can never be taken away. 
           
· The resurrection shows us that we will be raised like him. Christ is described as the first fruit of the resurrection from the dead, meaning that his resurrection is a precursor to the resurrection of all believers. 

Some people may think only uneducated or non-intelligent people become Christians who believe in the resurrection of Jesus. But that is not true as revealed in Ian Hutchinson’s words:

“I’m a professor of nuclear science and engineering at MIT, and I believe that Jesus was raised from the dead.  So do dozens of my colleagues. How can this be? We really believe in the bodily resurrection of the first-century Jew known as Jesus of Nazareth. My Christian colleagues at MIT – and millions of other scientists worldwide – somehow think that a literal miracle like the resurrection of Jesus is possible.”

So let me close this letter with that glorious phrase we usually reserve for Easter morning: “Christ is Risen; He is Risen indeed!”

“The angel spoke to the women. ‘Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen.”
Matthew 28:5-6 (NLT)

God Bless … Pastor Dean
**********************************************************
[image: Rainforest Falls Bible Memory Buddies - Group VBS Tools]
Rainforest Falls VBS 2026 – Exploring the Nature of God
June 22-26, 2026
9:30 a.m.-Noon
Kids…..join us as we step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong adventure of discovering the nature of God. We’ll explore what it means to be rooted in relationship with God, our creator, a safe place in life’s storms.
Come meet Tango, Seymour, Dottie, Tia and Howie! At Sing & Play Tune Lagoon, we will learn songs including classics like “All Creatures of our God & King” and “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” We will jump around at Wild Games and have out of this world delicious snacks at Treetop Treats!
Welcoming ages 4-5th grade (completed)
We are blessed to be able to offer this adventure at no cost to families. Register early to reserve your spot!
Registration coming soon at www.bascomchurch.com
Ecumenical Worship Service on June 28th at Bascom Community Church featuring VBS recap	
************************************************
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"Ever mindful what it cost"
"The Star-Spangled Banner" was not officially adopted as America's national anthem until 1931. Before that, the song "Hail, Columbia!" served in this capacity for many events. Joseph Hopkinson (1770-1842), a lawyer and congressman, wrote it for the inauguration of George Washington. It is played today whenever the vice president enters an event.
The first stanza:
Hail, Columbia! happy land!
Hail, ye heroes, heav'n born band!
Who fought and bled in Freedom's cause,
Who fought and bled in Freedom's cause,
And when the storm of war was gone,
Enjoyed the peace your valor won.
Let independence be our boast,
Ever mindful what it cost,
Ever grateful for the prize,
Let its altar reach the skies.
May we be "ever mindful" what freedom cost, this day and every day.
                                                                                                                   
[image: Flowers Birds Butterflies Birdhouse]
April-May, 2026 Events
April 1		April Fool’s Day
April 2		Maundy Thursday Ecumenical Service at Hopewell Church of God	  7:00 p.m.
April 3		Good Friday Ecumenical Service at St. John’s UCC			  2:00 p.m.
April 5		Easter Sunday/Communion Sunday					10:30 a.m.
April 11	                Men’s breakfast at Tiffin Frisch’s Big Boy 			                  9:00 a.m.
April 14		Admin. Board Meeting					                  6:00 p.m.
April 20-26	Pastor Dean on vacation (Rev. Mike Denman & Pam Dunson filling in)
April 24-25	Bascom Community Garage Sales
May 2		Men’s Breakfast at The Deli at Frost Parkway in Tiffin			  9:00 a.m.
May 3		Communion Sunday					                10:30 a.m.
May 10		Mother’s Day Recognition						10:30 a.m.
May 25		Memorial Day
May 31		Graduation Sunday						10:30 a.m.
June 7		Bascom Lions Memorial Day Parade and Chicken BBQ		  2:00 p.m.
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Adult Sunday School

The Adult Sunday School Class continues to study Chad Ragsdale’s “Apologetics.” This study is a 10-lesson series. Some interesting discussions have ensued from explaining our faith to teaching us ways to defend it if the situation ever arose.
Thanks again to Pastor Dean for leading us in this study. If you are interested in this series, you can search for it on Right Now Media under Chad Ragsdale.
   **************************************************
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 One Solitary Life

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another obscure village. He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty, and then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. 

He never owned a home. He never set foot inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place where He was born. He had no credentials but Himself. 

While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. 

His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while He was dying -- and that was His coat. When He was dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. 

Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and today He is the centerpiece of the human race and the leader of progress. I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as that One Solitary Life. 

by James A. Francis 
************************************
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Following are the Scriptures that go along with the pastor’s sermons for the months of April-May, 2026.    

	Wednesday
1 Apr 2026
   HOLY WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 70
Hebrews 12:1-3
John 13:21-32
	Thursday
2 Apr 2026
   MAUNDY THURSDAY
Exodus 12:1-4,(5-10),11-14
Psalm 116:1-2,12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-7,31b-35
	Friday
3 Apr 2026
   GOOD FRIDAY
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Either Hebrews 10:16-25
  or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18 & 19
	Saturday
4 Apr 2026
   HOLY SATURDAY
Either Job 14:1-14
  or Lamentations 3:1-9,19-24
Psalm 31:1-4,15-16
1 Peter 4:1-8
{Matthew 27:57-66|John 19:38-42
	Sunday
5 Apr 2026
   A EASTER DAY
AM
Either Acts 10:34-43
  or Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
Either Colossians 3:1-4
  or Acts 10:34-43
Either John 20:1-18
  or Matthew 28:1-10
PM
Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 114
1 Corinthians 5:6-8
Luke 24:13-49

	Monday
6 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:14,22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
	Tuesday
7 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:14-35
(1 Chronicles 5)
	Wednesday
8 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 16
(1 Chronicles 6)
	Thursday
9 Apr 2026
   EASTER
1 Peter 1:1-12
(1 Chronicles 7)
	Friday
10 Apr 2026
   EASTER
John 20:19-31
(1 Chronicles 8)
	Saturday
11 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:14,22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
	Sunday
12 Apr 2026
   A 2 EASTER
Acts 2:14a,22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

	Monday
13 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:14,36-41
Psalm 116:1-4,12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
	Tuesday
14 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:14,36-41
(1 Chronicles 9)
	Wednesday
15 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 116
(1 Chronicles 10)
	Thursday
16 Apr 2026
   EASTER
1 Peter 1:13-25
(1 Chronicles 11)
	Friday
17 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Luke 24:13-35
(1 Chronicles 12)
	Saturday
18 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:14,36-41
Psalm 116:1-4,12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
	Sunday
19 Apr 2026
   A 3 EASTER
Acts 2:14a,36-41
Psalm 116:1-4,12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

	Monday
20 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
	Tuesday
21 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:42-47
(1 Chronicles 13)
	Wednesday
22 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 23
(1 Chronicles 14)
	Thursday
23 Apr 2026
   EASTER
1 Peter 2
(1 Chronicles 15)
	Friday
24 Apr 2026
   EASTER
John 10:1-21
(1 Chronicles 16)
	Saturday
25 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
	Sunday
26 Apr 2026
   A 4 EASTER
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

	Monday
27 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
	Tuesday
28 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Acts 7:54-8:1
(1 Chronicles 17)
	Wednesday
29 Apr 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 31
(1 Chronicles 18)
	Thursday
30 Apr 2026
   EASTER
1 Peter 2:2-10
(1 Chronicles 19)
	Friday
1 May 2026
   EASTER
John 14:1-14
(1 Chronicles 20)
	Saturday
2 May 2026
   EASTER
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
	Sunday
3 May 2026
   A 5 EASTER
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

	Monday
4 May 2026
   EASTER
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
	Tuesday
5 May 2026
   EASTER
Acts 17:16-34
(1 Chronicles 21)
	Wednesday
6 May 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 66
(1 Chronicles 22)
	Thursday
7 May 2026
   EASTER
1 Peter 3
(1 Chronicles 23)
	Friday
8 May 2026
   EASTER
John 14:15-31
(1 Chronicles 24)
	Saturday
9 May 2026
   EASTER
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
	Sunday
10 May 2026
   A 6 EASTER
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

	Monday
11 May 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 68:1-10,32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11
Acts 1:1-14
Psalm 47
Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53
	Tuesday
12 May 2026
   EASTER
Acts 1:1-26
Psalm 47
Psalm 93
	Wednesday
13 May 2026
   EASTER
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:36-53
(1 Chronicles 25)
	Thursday
14 May 2026
   A ASCENSION
Acts 1:1-11
Either Psalm 47
  or Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53
	Friday
15 May 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 68
John 17:1-19
(1 Chronicles 26)
	Saturday
16 May 2026
   EASTER
1 Peter 4 & 5
(1 Chronicles 27)
	Sunday
17 May 2026
   A 7 EASTER
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10,32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11
(or ASCENSION)
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
18 May 2026
   EASTER
Acts 2:1-41
(1 Chronicles 28)
	Tuesday
19 May 2026
   EASTER
Numbers 11:4-35
(1 Chronicles 29)
	Wednesday
20 May 2026
   EASTER
Psalm 104
(2 Chronicles 1)
	Thursday
21 May 2026
   EASTER
1 Corinthians 12
(2 Chronicles 2)
	Friday
22 May 2026
   EASTER
John 20:19-23
(2 Chronicles 3)
	Saturday
23 May 2026
   EASTER
John 7:25-44
(2 Chronicles 4)
	Sunday
24 May 2026
   A PENTECOST
{ Acts 2:1-21
  Psalm 104:24-34,35b
  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
or
  Numbers 11:24-30
  Psalm 104:24-34,35b
  Acts 2:1-21 }
Either John 20:19-23
  or John 7:37-39

	Monday
25 May 2026
   ORDINARY
Genesis 1:1-2:4
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Matthew 28:16-20
	Tuesday
26 May 2026
   ORDINARY
Genesis 1 & 2 & 3
	Wednesday
27 May 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 8
Genesis 4 & 5 & 6
	Thursday
28 May 2026
   ORDINARY
2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Genesis 7 & 8 & 9
	Friday
29 May 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 28:16-20
Genesis 10 & 11
	Saturday
30 May 2026
   ORDINARY
Genesis 1:1-2:4
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Matthew 28:16-20
	Sunday
31 May 2026
   A TRINITY
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Matthew 28:16-20
(PM, see next Sunday)


[image: 420+ Sub Sandwich Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector ...]            Super Bowl Subs
Thanks again to all who supported the Super Bowl Sub sale. We made 285 subs this year and realized a profit of $1,115.03. A few subs were not sold. It was suggested that we donate those subs to the St. Paul’s Sharing Kitchen in Tiffin. Please know that St. Paul’s was very appreciative of our donation. The subs were placed right away on the serving line!!
    *****************************************
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Conversations with Mom
At 3 years “Mommy I love you.
At 10 years “Mom whatever”
At 16 years “Mom your so annoying.”
At 18 years “I’m leaving this house”.
At 25 years “Mom you were right”.
At 50 years ” I don’t want to lose my Mom.
At 70 years ” I would give up everything to have my mom here with me”.
****************************************************************
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February, 2026 Administrative Board Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2026    6:00 p.m.

Present: Marcia Abbott, Pastor Dean, Lori Clay, Shelby Lopez, Helen Emerine, Bob Manz

 Minutes taken by Lori Clay
 Not Present: Morgan Johnson, Carol Reisner

Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. Pastor Dean opened with prayer.

Election of the 2026 Chairperson: Helen Emerine motioned for Marcia Abbott to remain chairperson, Bob Manz seconded the motion and all were in favor. Motion carried.
In regard to the church building:     [A] The fourth quarter 2025 coliform water sample for the Ohio EPA passed.
[B] Jay Frankart’s Hawk Tree Service has performed snow removal and salt treatment numerous times this year on a pro bono basis. In years past a gift certificate from the Stumble Inn has been donated to him in appreciation. Helen Emerine made a motion to get a $250.00 gift card for the 2025-2026 year’s snow removal, Shelby Lopez seconded the motion and all were in favor. Motion carried. 
In regard to the parsonage:   [A] There has been no additional action taken on replacing the downstairs bathroom flooring (including possible subfloor repairs). Danene would prefer to put it off until the weather breaks. No quotes have been pursued yet but will be brought to the board when received. 
Miscellaneous:    [A] Larry Beidelschies is exploring options to for selling the plastic nativity scene figures that were replaced by those donated by Carolyn Thallman.
[B] Fostoria Wesley UMC held a “Blue Christmas” Worship Service to support those who experience a sense of loss and grief during the season. Pastor Dean is exploring potentially providing a similar service this year by talking to friends in the congregation.
[C] The 2026 Ecumenical Lenten schedule has been set with services on Ash Wednesday, Maundy (Holy Thursday), and Good Friday (thank you Morgan Johnson for preparing the flyer which will be posted at the Post Office, Carryout and Stumble Inn as well as submitted to Bascom Communication). 
Lori Clay gave the financial report and checkbook balance of $19532.49 and Vanguard balance of $33223.35. She also reported she closed the CD that was opened with the money given to us by Union Church and opened a new CD at APR 3.5% interest. Otherwise, it would have reverted to .01% since the 7 month CD had matured. 
Sub profit was $1115.03. 
In old business:      [A] Capital Improvement Campaign: Pastor Dean will place an invitation to the congregation to join a committee to seek donations to be held in reserve for church and parsonage building and grounds repairs (note: reserves from the 2018 Raise the Roof campaign were used to cover $12,685.31 in repair/replacement/maintenance expenses leaving a balance of $495.31 as of 12/31/2025 with a decision in 2024 to hold off another campaign until this year).
In new business:    [A] Pastor Dean’s compensation package was overlooked at our December 9, 2025 meeting (note: an annual reminder has now been placed on Dean’s calendar):
* 2025 Housing Allowance Exclusion (tax implications for Pastor Dean that have no financial cost to the church) $9,000.00 – requesting $5,000.00 for 2026
* 2025 Accountable Reimbursement $3,500.00 – requesting same for 2026
* 2025 salary - $40,000.00 – 2026 salary at Administrative Council discretion

After discussion, the board decided to keep 2026 salary amount same as 2025. $5000 housing allowance exclusion and $3500 accountable reimbursement granted. Helen Emerine made the motion, Bob Manz seconded the motion and all were in favor. The motion carried. 

It was decided to have a church potluck after worship service on Sunday, March 8th. We will ask Juanita Yambert if she will coordinate the potluck. 

New items discussed at meeting:    The new front doors were brought up. The Parks’ were going to be repairing/refurbishing the current doors. Pastor Dean will check on this. 

Bob Manz shared he has mailed the sales tax rebate on the gas bills. We should be receiving around a $300 check. 

The fact that only certain individuals have access to different accounts was discussed (online access/passwords/receive phone text messages to verify identity). Although this is becoming a requirement in order to access these things, it was discussed that this presents a problem in the event that one of these individuals would become incapacitated.

Meeting was adjourned. Next meeting will be April 14th at 6:00 p.m.

* Board Members
· Term expires 12/31/2026
o Marcia Abbott
o Bob Manz
· Term expires 12/31/2027
o Morgan Bush
o Shelby Lopez
· Term expires 12/31/2028
o Helen Emerine
o Carol Reisner
· Non-voting members
o Dean Durant, Pastor
o Laura (Lori) Clay
· Note: Administrative Council Chairperson votes only when a motion vote has resulted in a tie.
***************************************************************
[image: All Saints Church]  2026 Bascom Ecumenical Lenten Worship
· We will be ecumenically celebrating Maundy (Holy) Thursday (April 2nd) at 7:00 pm with Pastor Dean providing the message at Hopewell Church of God. This service includes a Hand Washing Service and an open table sharing of the elements of Holy Communion for those who wish to participate.
· We gather at 2:00 pm on Good Friday (April 3rd) with a Tenebrae service at St. John’s UCC. This service will no longer conclude with Holy Communion. 
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will not be Ecumenical and will be at normal service times. 
As All Saints Parish celebrates these three services, their representative will not be joining us.
Our Lenten Ecumenical Services provide the primary funding for our Ecumenical Vacation Bible School and we ask that you generously and lavishly support it during these worship services.
**********************************************************
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Please remember to visit the Bascom Community Church Lunch Stand Fellowship Hall
during the Bascom Garage Sales on 
Friday & Saturday, April 24-25th
and help support 2026 Bascom Ecumenical VBS
***********************************************************
Bascom Community Church
www.bascomchurch.com
5660 W. Tiffin St.   Bascom, OH  44809
(419)937-2578
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