August-September, 2026                                                               
Bascom Community Church
Worship on Sunday morning at 10:30
Adult Sunday School at 9:30
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Who Am I In Christ?
Identity is one of the most fundamental aspects of human existence. We all grapple with questions like “Who am I?” and “What is my purpose?” As Christians, the Bible offers profound truths about who God created us to be and how our identity is found in Jesus Christ. This is critical as one of Satan’s favorite weapons is to get us to question, or doubt, who we are.
As children of God, our core identity is found in being loved, accepted, and valued by God. Through faith in Christ, we become new creations with a restored relationship to God. The Bible outlines at least 75 key facets of who we are in Jesus. These include being:
· Holy priests with direct access to God (1 Peter 2:9).
· The salt and light of the earth (Matthew 5:13-16).
· Branches in the true vine of Christ Jesus (John 15:5).
· Completely acceptable to God through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 1:6).
· Living stones being built into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5).
· No longer separated from God but intimately joined together with Christ through His indwelling Spirit (1 Cor 6:17).
· Adopted into God’s family and enjoying all the privileges of sonship (Galatians 4:5-7).
· Dearly loved children of God (John 1:12, 1 John 3:1).
· Heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, sharing in His inheritance (Romans 8:17).
· Children of a perfect Father who will meet all our needs (Matthew 7:11).
· Declared holy and set apart for God’s purposes (1 Corinthians 1:2, Philippians 1:1).
· Granted direct access to boldly enter God’s presence (Hebrews 4:16).
· More than conquerors through Christ who gives us strength (Romans 8:37).
· Empowered by God’s power to prevail over temptation, sin and Satan (1 John 4:4, James 4:7).
· Temples of the Holy Spirit as He dwells within every believer, making our bodies His temple (1 Corinthians 6:19).
· More than conquerors. (Romans 8:37).
· Emboldened to share the gospel. (John 14:26).
Our identity in Christ is a transformative biblical truth with profound implications for how we live. As redeemed children of God, we are infinitely loved, eternally secure, and called to fulfill God’s purposes. While we wait for the full revelation of who we are in glory, we can renew our minds to truth and live out our identities in Christ each day. By embracing who God says we are, we can experience freedom and fullness of life in Jesus.
“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
God Bless … Pastor Dean
***********************************************************************************
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Bascom Community Calendar
Orders are now being taken for the 65th edition of the Bascom Community Calendar.  Calendar route workers will be taking orders for calendars until August 30th.  Calendars remain at $7.00 each this year.
Thanks to the individuals who complete the calendar routes.  These individuals make phone calls, talk with calendar customers and deliver calendars upon the project’s completion.  The project could not be completed without these hard-working people:
                	Janet Main                                        Janice Tschanen                               Jane Rex
                	Jeanne VanBuskirk                            Karen Popenberg                               Candy Mustamaa
                	Larry Beidelschies                            Amy Breidenbach                              Betty Park
                	Jenny Ratchen                                  Juanita Yambert                               Ann Zimmerman
Also, thanks to Juanita Yambert and Marcia Abbott for selling vendor ads for the calendar!!
If any questions, please contact Ron Lutz at 419-448-8675 or debron1976@yahoo.com.
***********************************************************************************
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Below are the Daily Scriptures that go along with the pastor’s weekly messages. 
	Saturday
1 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 14:1-21
(2 Chronicles 26)
	Sunday
2 Aug 2026
   A PROPER 13(18)
{ Genesis 32:22-31
  Psalm 17:1-7,15
or
  Isaiah 55:1-5
  Psalm 145:8-9,14-21 }
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
3 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Genesis 37 & 38
(2 Chronicles 27)
	Tuesday
4 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 105:1-6,16-22
Genesis 39
	Wednesday
5 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
1 Kings 19:1-18
Genesis 40
	Thursday
6 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 85
Genesis 41
	Friday
7 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Romans 10
Genesis 42
	Saturday
8 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 14:22-36
Genesis 43
	Sunday
9 Aug 2026
   A PROPER 14(19)
{ Genesis 37:1-4,12-28
  Psalm 105:1-6,16-22,45b
or
  1 Kings 19:9-18
  Psalm 85:8-13 }
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
10 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Genesis 44 & 45
(2 Chronicles 28)
	Tuesday
11 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 133
Genesis 46
	Wednesday
12 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Isaiah 56:1-8
Genesis 47
	Thursday
13 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 67
Genesis 48
	Friday
14 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Romans 11
Genesis 49
	Saturday
15 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 15
Genesis 50
	Sunday
16 Aug 2026
   A PROPER 15(20)
{ Genesis 45:1-15
  Psalm 133
or
  Isaiah 56:1,6-8
  Psalm 67 }
Romans 11:1-2,29-32
Matthew 15:(10-20),21-28
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
17 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 1 & 2
(2 Chronicles 29)
	Tuesday
18 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 124
(2 Chronicles 30)
	Wednesday
19 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Isaiah 51:1-16
(2 Chronicles 31)
	Thursday
20 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 138
(2 Chronicles 32)
	Friday
21 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Romans 12:1-8
(2 Chronicles 33)
	Saturday
22 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 16:1-20
(2 Chronicles 34)
	Sunday
23 Aug 2026
   A PROPER 16(21)
{ Exodus 1:8-2:10
  Psalm 124
or
  Isaiah 51:1-6
  Psalm 138 }
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
24 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 3 & 4
(2 Chronicles 35)
	Tuesday
25 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 105:1-6,23-36
Exodus 5 & 6
	Wednesday
26 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Jeremiah 14 & 15
Exodus 7
	Thursday
27 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 26
Exodus 8
	Friday
28 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Romans 12:9-21
Exodus 9
	Saturday
29 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 16:21-28
Exodus 10
	Sunday
30 Aug 2026
   A PROPER 17(22)
{ Exodus 3:1-15
  Psalm 105:1-6,23-26,45b
or
  Jeremiah 15:15-21
  Psalm 26:1-8 }
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
31 Aug 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 11 & 12
(2 Chronicles 36)
	Tuesday
1 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 149
Exodus 13
	Wednesday
2 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Ezekiel 33:1-20
(Ezra 1)
	Thursday
3 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 119:33-40
(Ezra 2)
	Friday
4 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Romans 13
Matthew 17
	Saturday
5 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 18:1-20
(Ezra 3)
	Sunday
6 Sep 2026
   A PROPER 18(23)
{ Exodus 12:1-14
  Psalm 149
or
  Ezekiel 33:7-11
  Psalm 119:33-40 }
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
7 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 14
(Ezra 4)
	Tuesday
8 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 114
Exodus 15
	Wednesday
9 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Genesis 50:15-21
(Ezra 5)
	Thursday
10 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 103
(Ezra 6)
	Friday
11 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Romans 14 & 15
(Ezra 7)
	Saturday
12 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 18:21-35
Romans 16
	Sunday
13 Sep 2026
   A PROPER 19(24)
{ Exodus 14:19-31
  Either Psalm 114
    or Exodus 15:1b-11,20-21
or
  Genesis 50:15-21
  Psalm 103:1-13 }
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
14 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 16
Jonah 1
	Tuesday
15 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 105:1-6,37-45
Jonah 2
	Wednesday
16 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Jonah 3 & 4
(Ezra 8)
	Thursday
17 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 145
(Ezra 9)
	Friday
18 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Philippians 1
Matthew 19
	Saturday
19 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 20
(Ezra 10)
	Sunday
20 Sep 2026
   A PROPER 20(25)
{ Exodus 16:2-15
  Psalm 105:1-6,37-45
or
  Jonah 3:10-4:11
  Psalm 145:1-8 }
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
21 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 17
(Obadiah)
	Tuesday
22 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 78
Exodus 18
	Wednesday
23 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Ezekiel 18
Exodus 19
	Thursday
24 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 25
(Nahum 1)
	Friday
25 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Philippians 2
(Nahum 2)
	Saturday
26 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Matthew 21:1-32
(Nahum 3)
	Sunday
27 Sep 2026
   A PROPER 21(26)
{ Exodus 17:1-7
  Psalm 78:1-4,12-16
or
  Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32
  Psalm 25:1-9 }
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32
(PM, see next Sunday)

	Monday
28 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Exodus 20 & 21
(2 John)
	Tuesday
29 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Psalm 19
Exodus 22 & 23
	Wednesday
30 Sep 2026
   ORDINARY
Isaiah 5:1-7
Exodus 24 & 25
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BASCOM COMMUNITY CHURCH ADMIN MEETING
June 9, 2026  6:00 p.m.
Present: Shelby Lopez, Ron Lutz, Pastor Dean, Marcia Abbott, Morgan Johnson, Bob Manz, Lori Clay   Not present: Carol Reisner

Pastor Dean opened with prayer.

Ron Lutz discussed the upcoming calendar project and asked if we wanted to raise prices. After discussion, it was determined to raise prices of ads but not calendars. Small ads will be $60 and large ads will be $100. Helen Emerine made this motion, Morgan Johnson seconded it, all were in favor, and the motion carried. 

Regarding the church building, the sewer pipe plugged during the Bascom Garage Sale Lunch Stand on Friday, April 24th. Roto Rooter was contacted and cleared the pipe, as well as the shower drain at the parsonage (bill: $300.00 for both).
The basement was flooded again during a rainstorm on April 15th (this was the third time in 2026 with another incident in 2025) – cause determined to be a “low” spot in the gutters above the second west basement window as drain screens were clear. Pastor Dean placed a window well cover and window over the window well as a temporary protection until a permanent solution was determined. Chuck Popenberg contacted Clear Choice Exteriors in Fostoria, and they recommended that, instead of installing a third downspout at the low spot, that they would clean the gutters of accumulated grit and raise the gutter to eliminate the low spot. The quote was $395.00, which Chuck & Karen paid for. The work crew arrived on Friday, May 28 and stated that the original plan was not feasible as gutter cannot be raised without altering the metal roof. A third downspout is now going to be placed in the low spot. Work is to be scheduled after Chuck is no longer in the fields.
Depinet Fire Services LLC performed our annual fire extinguisher inspection on April 13th. All passed and updated tags were applied. A notice of all the fire extinguisher locations was placed by the AED in the front entrance stairway. Note: AED battery is low – our unit is no longer being manufactured or sold, so no replacement battery is available. Scott Devault was contacted. Note: similar units to our current model cost approximately $1,600. Helen suggested that we contact Ruth Beidelschies as she was instrumental in getting the AED for us originally. 
The elevator passed annual inspection on 4/27/2026.
We received a bid of $3,353.00 from Tri-County Sealing Inc. for the parking lot. It was last sealed in September, 2024 for $2,990.00. The bid has been accepted (in order to lock in discount) and sealing is scheduled for Tuesday, August 18th.
Our second quarter Ohio EPA Well Water Coliform test (taken 5/26/26) passed. We will need to take both a coliform and nitrate sample for the third quarter.
The tree outside front doors was taken down pro bono by Hawk Tree Services this past Friday as it was dying and unsafe. Janet Main has donated a red maple to replace it. We do have a donated tent to put up for the week of VBS to provide shade while doing the games.
The Park family donated the funds to restore the front doors as a memorial to Aunt Mary Belle (Heiserman). Do we want to ask for a volunteer (or volunteers) to freshen the door trim (we have the left-over paint from Sherwin Williams)?
Chuck Popenberg worked on both west side fire doors due to issues with them sticking and was able to improve their performance. 
Regarding the parsonage, see first paragraph above. 
Also, we received the bill from Tiffin Deluxe for replacing the downstairs toilet subfloor for $859.85.
Lowe’s will be installing a granite kitchen countertop this coming Thursday at the parsonage. Note: donors paid for it.  
Hawk Tree Services will be providing a quote to trim the tree in front of the front porch – debris on roof etc.
The rubber roof over the kitchen and office at parsonage needs to be resealed (has not been done in at least 10 years). Chuck Popenberg & Pastor Dean to schedule a date to do so.
Pastor Dean and Danene are going to have their bedroom carpeted and will be donating the funds.
Lori Clay gave the financial report. Current checkbook balance was $16,283.93. Helen Emerine motioned to accept the report, Bob Manz seconded it, all were in favor, and the motion carried.
In old business, Pastor Dean dropped the ball on contacting Scott Devault about the AED battery and reached out to him today and is awaiting a response. 
Morgan Johnson distributed and presented the Capital Campaign (Living Water Fund). Everyone was very happy with the updated presentation. She will go over the plan with the congregation on Sunday, July 12th, and we will get this off the ground. Morgan Johnson motioned to accept the plan, Shelby Lopez seconded it, all were in favor, and the motion carried.
In new business, paperwork needs refiled prior to October 1, 2026 to retain the Bascom UMC Corporate name. Do we want to? Note: it is under this name that we receive our monies from Kroger ($ 252.78 in 2025 & $161.75 so far in 2026) as Bascom Community Church is not a 501c3. The cost is $25.00 for a five-year renewal. Bob Manz will call Kroger. He states the church is automatically a 501c3. No fee is needed. We probably don’t need to be a corporation. Bob sees problems with us having a corporation title.
Pastor Dean & Marcia have noted concerns about the performance of our current cleaning service provider, A Mint Clean. Pastor Dean has contacted the owner and expressed these concerns. The responses did not meet expectations and after discussion with Marcia, we reached out to H&E Janitorial for a quote on becoming our provider. A bid was received at $550.00 per month versus our current $500.00 per month with what appears to be a much higher level of accountability for the cleaning staff. Marcia is recommending that we accept this bid and terminate our contract with A Mint Clean effective June 30, 2026 and enter into a contract with H&E to assume the janitorial duties effective July 1, 2026. Morgan Johnson motioned to change the service and enter into contract with H&E Janitorial at a cost of $550.00 per month, Bob Manz seconded the motion, all were in favor, and the motion carried. With the end of the relationship with A Mint Clean, it was suggested to change the locks. Also, it was mentioned that we don’t know who all currently has a key to the church. When people that need access to the church get a new key, they will sign for it, so that we can keep track of who has a current key. We will be changing the locks on front and back doors. New keys will be issued to those with a permanent need. Also, individuals can sign out a key when they only have a temporary need to have access to the church. Helen Emerine made a motion regarding the above information regarding the keys, Morgan Johnson seconded it, all were in favor, and the motion carried. 
Additional items: Hopewell Church of God is not joining our Sunday VBS Ecumenical worship service on June 28th.
Bob Manz motioned to adjourn the meeting. Next meeting is August 11th at 6:00 p.m. 
Board Members 
· Term expires 12/31/2026
· Marcia Abbott (2026 Chairperson)
· Bob Manz
· Term expires 12/31/2027
· Morgan Bush-Johnson
· Shelby Lopez
· Term expires 12/31/2028
· Helen Emerine
· Carol Reisner
· Non-voting members
· Dean Durant, Pastor
· Laura (Lori) Clay
· Note: Administrative Council Chairperson votes only when a motion vote has resulted in a tie. 
***********************************************************************************
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Adult Sunday School
Thanks to Danene for leading us through the Max Lucado study, How Happiness Happens.   The study has taught class members that the happiest people on earth aren’t those who have the most but those who are willing to give the most away.  Danene will conclude this study in early August.
In September, the class will begin studying a Life Guide study, The Twelve Disciples.  A lesson is dedicated to each disciple.  Do you know who was the first disciple that Jesus Christ chose for his ministry?
Please join us!!!!!!
**********************************************************************************
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The Shoe Man 
My alarm went off. It was Sunday again. I was sleepy and tired. My one day to sleep in, but the guilt I would feel the rest of the day would have been too much, so I'd go and I'd pray. 
I showered and shaved. I adjusted my tie. I got there and sat in a pew just in time. Bowing my head in prayer, as I closed my eyes, I saw the shoe of the man next to me touching my own. I sighed. With plenty of room on either side, I thought, "Why must our soles touch?" It bothered me, his shoe touching mine, but it didn't bother him much. 
A prayer began: "Our Father"... I thought, "This man with the shoes has no pride. They're dusty, worn, and scratched. Even worse, there are holes on the side!" 
"Thank You for blessings," the prayer went on. The shoe man said a quiet "Amen." I tried to focus on the prayer, but my thoughts were on his shoes again. “Aren't we supposed to look our best when walking through that door? Well, this certainly isn't it," I thought, glancing toward the floor. 
Then the prayer ended, and the songs of praise began. The shoe man was certainly loud, sounding proud as he sang. His voice lifted the rafters. His hands were raised high. The Lord could surely hear the shoe man's voice from the sky.
It was time for the offering and what I threw in was steep. I watched as the shoe man reached into his pockets so deep. I saw what was pulled out. What the shoe man put in. Then I heard a soft "clink" as when silver hits tin.
The sermon really bored me to tears, and that's no lie. It was the same for the shoe man for tears fell from his eyes.
At the end of the service, as is the custom here, we must greet new visitors and show them all good cheer. 
But I felt moved somehow and wanted to meet the shoe man. So, after the closing prayer, I reached over and shook his hand. He was old and his skin was dark, and his hair was truly a mess, but I thanked him for coming, for being our guest.
He said, "My name’s Charlie. I'm glad to meet you, my friend." There were tears in his eyes, but he had a large, wide grin. 
"Let me explain," he said, wiping tears from his eyes. "I've been coming here for months, and you're the first to say 'Hi.’ I know that my appearance is not like all the rest, but I really do try to always look my best. I always clean and polish my shoes before my very long walk, but by the time I get here, they're dirty and dusty, like chalk.”
My heart filled with pain, and I swallowed to hide my tears as he continued to apologize for daring to sit so near. 
He said, "When I get here, I know I must look a sight, but I thought if I could touch you, then maybe our souls might unite."
I was silent for a moment knowing whatever was said would pale in comparison. 
I spoke from my heart, not my head, "Oh, you've touched me," I said, "And taught me, in part, that the best of any man is what is found in his heart."
The rest, I thought, this shoe man will never know. Like, just how thankful I really am that his dirty old shoe touched my soul.
-Author Unknown
***********************************************************************************
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Another year of Bascom Ecumenical Vacation Bible School is behind us! We had between 68 – 74 kids from the community join us each day at Rainforest Falls! 
We want to thank all our volunteers who made it all possible! Thank you also to our decorating team, the Smith family, whose hard work and creativity transforms the church each year!
The week wrapped up with a family program on Friday and an Ecumenical community worship service on Sunday.
***********************************************************************************
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AUGUST-SEPTEMBER, 2026 EVENTS
August 1		Men’s breakfast at The Deli at Frost Parkway in Tiffin 	 	     9:00 a.m.
August 2        		Communion Sunday				                               10:30 a.m.
August 11		Admin. Board Meeting						      6:00 p.m.
August 17-23 		Pastor Dean on vacation
August 23		Guest pulpit – Mike Denman				                  10:30 a.m.
August 30		Last day for calendar orders
September 5		Men’s Breakfast TBA						      9:00 a.m.
September 6		Communion Sunday						    10:30 a.m.
September 7		Labor Day						
***********************************************************************************
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5660 W. Tiffin St.
Bascom, Ohio 44809
419-937-2578
www.bascomchurch.com
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